
DERRICK G. KAPAYOU 
dkapayou@gmail.com 

 

5910 Lincoln Way #121 Ames, IA. 50014. Ph. (818)-527-2968 

 

EDUCATION 
Iowa State University                            Ames, IA 

Ph.D. Sustainable Agriculture *in progress             May 2027 

M.S. Sustainable Agriculture                                                             Dec 2022 

M.A. Anthropology                            Dec 2022 

B.S. Agronomy                 Dec 2018 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Iowa State University                Ames, IA 

Research assistant with Dr. John Tyndall *currently assisting              2023- 
Iowa State University                Ames, IA 

Research assistant with Dr. Marshall McDaniel and Dr. Christina Hill                   2019-2022 

Iowa State University                Ames, IA 

Research Assistant with Dr. Michael Thompson                                                                      2018 

Iowa State University                                                                                                       Ames, IA 

Research Assistant with Dr. Asheesh Singh                                                                              2017 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Iowa State University                Ames, IA 

Teaching Assistant for Globalization and Humans with Dr. Smith                                           2019        

Teaching Assistant for Intro to Cultural Anthropology with Dr. Bombiella                             2019 

 

PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
2022   Cultural Connections to Soil and Agronomic Impacts of the Maize, Bean, 

                                    Squash Polyculture Methods in 5 Indigenous Communities of the Upper 

                                    US Midwest. Iowa State University ProQuest Dissertation Publishing. 
 

2022   Reuniting the Three Sisters: collaborative science with Native growers 

                                    to improve soil and community health (with Marshall McDaniel,  

                                    Christina Hill, Emma Herrighty, Valeria Camacho, Ajay Nair, and  

                                    Donna Winham). Agriculture and Human Values, 17 July 2022. 

 

2020                      Can Traditional Ecological Knowledge Be Integrated Into Modern  

   Cropping Systems to Enhance Soil and Water Conservation (with  

   Christina Hill and Marshall McDaniel).  Getting Into Soil and Water 

2020 edition.  

 

AWARDS 

2021   Awarded 1st Place (MS student category) at the Iowa State University 

Graduate Professionals Studying Sustainable Agriculture Research 

Symposium 



 

 

 

INTERNAL GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2023    Dean’s Doctoral Support Scholarship 
2019   Graduate Minority Assistantship Program Scholarship, Iowa State 

   University.  

 

EXTERNAL GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
2015-2022  Meskwaki Higher Education Program Scholarship, Meskwaki Settlement,  

   Iowa. 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
2022   “Impacts of subsistence gardens in 5 Indigenous communities of the US 

 Midwest: Earth and People.” Iowa Water Conference, Dubuque, 

 Iowa. 

 

2022   “A look at Three Sister Agriculture from the Ground Up.” Food  

Sovereignty Symposium and Festival, Marquette, Michigan.   

 
2022   “Impacts of Subsistence Gardens in 5 Indigenous communities of the 

Great Lakes region: Earth and People.” Greater Des Moines Botanical 

Garden Learn on Saturdays Event, Des Moines, Iowa. 

 

2021   “Lessons from Indigenous Farming: How the Three Sisters Improves 

 Communities from the Ground Up.” North Central Region Water 

Network, Madison, Wisconsin. 

 

2020   “Collaborative science with Native farmers can overcome barriers to  

Improve soil and community health.” Midwest Organic & Sustainable 

Education Service, La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 

ORGANIZED PANELS AND CHAIRED SESSIONS 
 2017   Co-organized with Travis Mullen, Meskwaki Higher Education Program,  

   Meskwaki Settlement, Iowa.  A Glimpse Into the Life of an ISU College  

   Student. 

 

 


